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OFFICE OF THE

The Honorable Ted Stevens
Chairman

Committes on Appropriations
United States Senate
Washington, DC 205106025

*Dear Me. Chairman:

Thank you for your letter of October 18, 2004. I can confirm that the National Science
Foundstion (NSF) has been very pleased with the support thas VECO has provided our
research community i often very challenging circumstances in Alaska and throughout
the rest of the Azctic. Their professiopalism and ean-@o spint has gained complimeats
from thany of the researchers they have supporsed. As I think you ace aware, Federat
Acquisition Regulations prevent me from discussing an ongeing procurement, even o the
.degrec | camnot confirra if VECO ig sompeting for the work. However, 1 mve every
confidence that our Division of Contracts and Comp:‘ex Agreeyents working with the
Office of Polar Programs will run the procurcment in a fair and effective manner.

I 100 am somry that we were unable to mees on October 7ih; however, I appreciared the
kind efforts of your staff to get us together,

Thank you for your support for our work in the Arctic and best wishes for the holiday.

Sincerely,

Arden L. Bement, Jr.
Director
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